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Germany's seizure of Austria strengthened Szalasi
further, and in August 1938 his party was fused with
the "Arrow-Cross" party led by the big landowner,
Count Alexander Fcstetics, but nevertheless supported
by many land-hungry peasants ;l the united followers
of Szalasi now called themselves Hungarists. Actually
Szdlasihad prophesied his own certain triumphfor 193 8,
but the end of it was that he was put into prison for
three years; by this time, however, his ally, M. Hubay,
had been elected to the Hungarian Chamber, and the
Hungarist movement had become a serious affair.
The year 1938 must have been one of the most
confused in all Hungarian history; the country as a
whole became aware that Nazi Germany was danger-
ous, yet the Hitlerist flan was able to carry Hungary
along with it. In February the Gkichschaltung of
Austria was tumultuously welcomed by the Szdlasists
even in Budapest cafes; they seemed quite unable to
realize the implications. Some of them indeed spoke
secretly of amalgamation, or at least a Customs Union,
with this new and glorious Germany with its full
understanding for the freedom of neighbouring races.
The disappearance of Austria further weakened the
Hungarian conservatives by putting the Legitimist
party in an impossible position. But yet one received
the impression that, although most Hungarians had
long spoken of the Anschluss as inevitable, when it
came as it did it shocked them considerably. Old
memories of the historic struggles against the Habs-
burgs revived, and slowly, still surprisingly slowly,
realization seemed to come that the new Germany
1 It was, incidentally, the peasants who had a little land, rather than the
agricultural workers with none, who betrayed the greater appetite for land.